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included iu a bibliugrapliy of the State. In my JJihliog-

raphy of the Historical Literature of North Carolina, pub-

lished in 1895, I gave 1,41)1 titles, mostly digested history;

of these I had at that time 80:3 titles; in 1900 I had about

1,200 of them
;
since then I have secured of those titles per-

haps only twenty or thirty more, for they have risen in price,

become much scarcer, and are lost in the greater mass of

material now appearing as a result of the historical and intel-

lectual awakening of the last ten years.

Nor have many of these items come to me except through

personal solicitation. I have written much and printed long

lists of wants. It is probable that my set of the North Caro-

lina University Magazine alone cost me a thousand personal

letters. I have searched many garrets, cellars, and outhouses.

One of my most important finds was made just in time to save

the stuff from destruction. The house was being repaired.

The stuff had been gathered into a single room and con-

demned. Some of it had been actually carried off and put

to base uses. The subsequent fortune of the remainder may
be easily guessed when I say that T found among this material

North Carolina session laws dating to 1782, the Abstract of

Army Accounts, and my own great, great, great grandfather's

autograph.

The value of such a Collection is further enhanced when it

is remembered that a very large number of the items are mere

pamphlets of twenty to sixty pages ;
that they are printed, not

published ;
that they are rarely sold, never get into the book

markets and seldom into public libraries ; that they are

printed in very limited editions, distributed unbound to

friends, and from the indifference and contempt to which

"pamphlets," one of the most valuable sources of contempo-

rary history, arc usually subjected, soon perish. To the

generation that produces them such publications are trash
;

to the next they are priceless. The counties, the State, the

Nation, the bookselling world have been searched for these

ephemera. Tlio ('(^lloction is weakest in those books which


